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SOIL CONSERVATION
2008 Update

2008 Update
The basin wide goal for Soil Conservation as 
defined in the Red River Basin Commission’s 
Natural Resource Framework Plan is:

• To increase soil conservation efforts 
within the basin through:

� Increasing the availability of 
conservation programs to 
landowners

� The use of Best Management 
Practices to minimize runoff and 
maintain soil on site





1997 North Dakota Erosion Rates (tons/acre/year)
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1997 Minnesota Erosion Rates (tons/acre/year)
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YEAR

BOIS DE SIOUX / LAKE TRAVERSE, CULTIVATED CROPLAND EROSION RATES
 ROBERTS COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA

Est. avg. sheet and rill erosion

Est. avg. wind erosion

Source :  
United States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service
1997 Natural Resources Inventory
2003 Natural Resources Inventory





Minnesota 1997 Land Cover/Use and Acres

 Cropland - 
Noncultivated, 

431,500

Other
1,886,300

Water
 623,100

 Forest land, 
2,627,800

 Pastureland, 
655,600

 Cropland - 
Cultivated, 
5,187,400



North Dakota 1997 Land Cover/Use and Acres

 Cr opland - Cul tivated

 7,987,000

 Cr opland - Noncul tivated, 248,100

 Pastur eland, 273,200

 Rangeland, 811,600

 For est land, 174,800

Other

 1,412,900Water

 101,900



BOIS DE SIOUX / LAKE TRAVERSE LAND USE
ROBERTS COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA

RANGELAND
19%

FORESTLAND
2%

WETLAND
2%

WATER
4%

URBAN
1%

OTHER, MINOR
5%

CROPLAND-non-cultivated
18%

CROPLAND-cultivated
49% CROPLAND-cultivated

CROPLAND-non-cultivated

RANGELAND

FORESTLAND

WETLAND

WATER

URBAN

OTHER, MINOR

Sources :  South Dakota Agriculture 2006, Bulletin    No. 66.

Lake Traverse Improvement Project, Clean Water 
Partnership, Grant Application, 1992
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Breakout 1 - Conservation Delivery Organizations and the Programs They Deliver

Breakout 2 - BMP and Land Management to Minimize Run-off

Breakout 3 – The Broader View of Conservation


